Haematological changes during development of acute laminitis hypertension.
Experimental carbohydrate overload of 15 horses resulted in consistent haematological changes during development of laminitis hypertension. Significant alterations in packed cell volume, leucocyte differential count, serum glucose levels and protein values occurred before onset of Obel grade 3 lameness and hyperkinetic circulatory state. Blood platelets were significantly decreased 8 h after the onset of severe lameness. Findings in this study were indicative of haemoconcentration due to compartmental fluid shifts and leucocytic stress response consistent with increased circulating adrenoglucocorticoids and/or catecholamines.